Paperwork Reduction Act
« UNITED STATES CODE
o TITLE 44 - PUBLIC PRINTING AND DOCUMENTS

= CHAPTER 35 - COORDINATION OF FEDERAL INFORMATION
POLICY

(http://www.archives.gov/federal-reqister/laws/paperwork-reduction/3501.html)
§ 3501. Purpose
The purposes of this subchapter are to--

(1) minimize the paperwork burden for individuals, small businesses, educational and nonprofit
institutions, Federal contractors, State, local and tribal governments, and other persons resulting
from the collection of information by or for the Federal Government;

(2) ensure the greatest possible public benefit from and maximize the utility of information
created, collected, maintained, used, shared and disseminated by or for the Federal Government;

(3) coordinate, integrate, and to the extent practicable and appropriate, make uniform Federal
information resources management policies and practices as a means to improve the
productivity, efficiency, and effectiveness of Government programs, including the reduction of
information collection burdens on the public and the improvement of service delivery to the
public;

(4) improve the quality and use of Federal information to strengthen decisionmaking,
accountability, and openness in Government and society;

(5) minimize the cost to the Federal Government of the creation, collection, maintenance, use,
dissemination, and disposition of information;

(6) strengthen the partnership between the Federal Government and State, local, and tribal
governments by minimizing the burden and maximizing the utility of information created,
collected, maintained, used, disseminated, and retained by or for the Federal Government;

(7) provide for the dissemination of public information on a timely basis, on equitable terms, and
in a manner that promotes the utility of the information to the public and makes effective use of
information technology;

(8) ensure that the creation, collection, maintenance, use, dissemination, and disposition of
information by or for the Federal Government is consistent with applicable laws, including laws
relating to--

(A) privacy and confidentiality, including section 552a of title 5;

(B) security of information, including the Computer Security Act of 1987 (Public Law 100-
235); and

(C) access to information, including section 552 of title 5;
(9) ensure the integrity, quality, and utility of the Federal statistical system;
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(10) ensure that information technology is acquired, used, and managed to improve performance
of agency missions, including the reduction of information collection burdens on the public; and

(11) improve the responsibility and accountability of the Office of Management and Budget and
all other Federal agencies to Congress and to the public for implementing the information
collection review process, information resources management, and related policies and
guidelines established under this subchapter.

8 3503. Office of Information and Regulatory Affairs

(a) There is established in the Office of Management and Budget an office to be known as the
Office of Information and Regulatory Affairs.

(b) There shall be at the head of the Office an Administrator who shall be appointed by the
President, by and with the advice and consent of the Senate. The Director shall delegate to the
Administrator the authority to administer all functions under this subchapter, except that any
such delegation shall not relieve the Director of responsibility for the administration of such
functions. The Administrator shall serve as principal adviser to the Director on Federal
information resources management policy.

§ 3507. Public information collection activities - submission to Director; approval and
delegation

(@) An agency shall not conduct or sponsor the collection of information unless in advance of the
adoption or revision of the collection of information--

(1) the agency has--
(A) conducted the review established under section 3506(c)(1);
(B) evaluated the public comments received under section 3506(c)(2);

(C) submitted to the Director the certification required under section 3506(c)(3), the
proposed collection of information, copies of pertinent statutory authority, regulations,
and other related materials as the Director may specify; and

(D) published a notice in the Federal Register--
(i) stating that the agency has made such submission; and
(i) setting forth--
(1) a title for the collection of information;
(11) a summary of the collection of information;

(111) a brief description of the need for the information and the proposed use of the
information;

(V) a description of the likely respondents and proposed frequency of response to
the collection of information;

(V) an estimate of the burden that shall result from the collection of information;
and

(V1) notice that comments may be submitted to the agency and Director;
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(2) the Director has approved the proposed collection of information or approval has been
inferred, under the provisions of this section; and

(3) the agency has obtained from the Director a control number to be displayed upon the
collection of information.

(b) The Director shall provide at least 30 days for public comment prior to making a decision
under subsection (c), (d), or (h), except as provided under subsection (j).

(c) (1) For any proposed collection of information not contained in a proposed rule, the Director
shall notify the agency involved of the decision to approve or disapprove the proposed collection
of information.

(2) The Director shall provide the notification under paragraph (1), within 60 days after
receipt or publication of the notice under subsection (a)(1)(D), whichever is later.

(3) If the Director does not notify the agency of a denial or approval within the 60-day period
described under paragraph (2)--

(A) the approval may be inferred;
(B) a control number shall be assigned without further delay; and
(C) the agency may collect the information for not more than 1 year.
(d) (1) For any proposed collection of information contained in a proposed rule--

(A) as soon as practicable, but no later than the date of publication of a notice of
proposed rulemaking in the Federal Register, each agency shall forward to the Director a
copy of any proposed rule which contains a collection of information and any
information requested by the Director necessary to make the determination required
under this subsection; and

(B) within 60 days after the notice of proposed rulemaking is published in the Federal
Register, the Director may file public comments pursuant to the standards set forth in
section 3508 on the collection of information contained in the proposed rule;

(2) When a final rule is published in the Federal Register, the agency shall explain--

(A) how any collection of information contained in the final rule responds to the
comments, if any, filed by the Director or the public; or

(B) the reasons such comments were rejected.

(1) (1) The agency head may request the Director to authorize a collection of information, if an
agency head determines that--

(A) a collection of information--

(i) is needed prior to the expiration of time periods established under this subchapter;
and

(i) is essential to the mission of the agency; and
(B) the agency cannot reasonably comply with the provisions of this subchapter because--
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() public harm is reasonably likely to result if normal clearance procedures are
followed,;

(i) an unanticipated event has occurred; or

(iii) the use of normal clearance procedures is reasonably likely to prevent or disrupt
the collection of information or is reasonably likely to cause a statutory or court
ordered deadline to be missed.
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