
Protected 
Resources

The Marine Mammal Protection Act (MMPA) requires that every U.S. commercial 
fishery be placed in one of three categories, depending on the frequency of serious 
injury or mortality of marine mammals incidental to fishing operations.

Fisheries that have frequent incidental serious injury/mortality interactions with 
marine mammals are designated as Category I fisheries.  Fisheries that have 
occasional marine mammal serious injury/mortality interactions are designated as 
Category II fisheries.  Finally, those fisheries that have a remote or no likelihood of 
serious injury/mortality of marine mammals are placed in Category III.

Together, the lists of fisheries in each category comprise the MMPA List of Fisheries.  
NOAA Fisheries reviews the best available information on marine mammal bycatch 
in U.S. fisheries for all coasts and publishes an official List of Fisheries in the Federal 
Register each year.

Depending on what category a fishery is placed in, participating fishermen must 
comply with different regulations designed to recover and sustain marine mammal 
populations.  Fishermen participating in Category I and II fisheries must comply 
with applicable take reduction plans.  

For more information about fishery classification criteria as well as other information 
about the List of Fisheries, including the List of Fisheries publications from 1996 to the 
present, visit the NOAA Fisheries website at ww.nmfs.noaa.gov/pr/interactions/lof/. 

Atlantic, Caribbean & Gulf of Mexico Fisheries Affected by
Take Reduction Plans or Strategies

List of Fisheries (LOF)

Atlantic Large Whale Take Reduction  Plan
Northeast sink gillnet
Northeast anchored float gillnet
Northeast drift gillnet
Mid-Atlantic gillnet
Southeast Atlantic gillnet
Southeastern U.S. Atlantic shark gillnet
Northeast/Mid-Atlantic American lobster 
trap/pot
Atlantic blue crab trap/pot
Atlantic mixed species trap/pot

Atlantic Trawl Gear Take Reduction Strategy 
Northeast bottom trawl
Northeast mid-water trawl (including pair 
trawl)
Mid-Atlantic mid-water trawl (including pair 
trawl)
Mid-Atlantic bottom trawl

Pelagic Longline Take Reduction Plan
Atlantic Ocean, Caribbean and Gulf of 
Mexico large pelagics longline

Bottlenose Dolphin Take ReductionPlan
Atlantic blue crab trap/pot
Chesapeake Bay inshore gillnet
Mid-Atlantic gillnet
Mid-Atlantic haul/beach seine
Mid-Atlantic menhaden purse seine
North Carolina inshore gillnet
North Carolina long haul seine
North Carolina roe mullet stop net
Southeast Atlantic gillnet
Southeastern U.S. Atlantic shark gillnet
Southeastern U.S. Atlantic, Gulf of Mexico 
shrimp trawl
Southeastern U.S. Atlantic, Gulf of Mexico ttone 
crab trap/pot
Virginia pound net

Harbor Porpoise Take Reduction Plan
Northeast sink gillnet
Mid-Atlantic gillnet

For more 
information contact 
NOAA Fisheries 
Service:

Northeast Region
978-281-9328 
or 
Southeast Region
727-209-5952

www.nmfs.noaa.
gov/pr/interactions/
lof/
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  Fishery & Gear Type  Cat.  Target Species  Location & Details 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Gillnet 

Northeast sink gillnet  I Any species U.S./Canada border to Long Island, NY, at 72° 30' W long., south to VA/NC border & east to the EEZ. 
Northeast anchored float gillnet  II Any species U.S./Canada border to Long Island, NY, at 72° 30' W long., south to VA/NC border & east to the EEZ. 
Northeast drift gillnet  II Any species U.S./Canada border to Long Island, NY, at 72° 30' W long., south to VA/NC border & east to the EEZ.  Includes any 

residual large pelagic driftnet effort in New England. 
Chesapeake Bay inshore gillnet  II Any species Between the Chesapeake Bay/Bridge Tunnel & mainland
Mid‐Atlantic gillnet  I Any species West of 72° 30' W long., south to VA/NC border, east to the EEZ & north of the NC/SC border.  Includes any residual 

large pelagic driftnet effort in the Mid‐Atlantic; any shark & dogfish gillnet effort, & all NC beach‐anchored gillnets 
fished in the manner of a seine targeting species such as weakfish, speckled trout, & spot, excluding the Atlantic 
Ocean striped bass beach seine fishery.  

North Carolina inshore gillnet  II Any species Inshore of the COLREGS lines in NC
Southeast Atlantic gillnet  II Any species  Waters south of a line extending east from the NC/SC border to the EEZ, & south && east of the fishery 

management council demarcation line between the Atlantic Ocean/Gulf of Mexico.  Excludes shark gillnetting effort 
using 5‐inch or greater stretched mesh south of the SC/GA border. 

Southeastern U.S. Atlantic shark gillnet 
 (≥ 5 inch stretched mesh) 

II Sharks Waters south of line extending east from the SC/GA border to the EEZ.

Gulf of Mexico gillnet  II Any species Waters west of fishery management council demarcation line between the Atlantic Ocean/Gulf of Mexico & north 
of U.S./Mexico border. 

High Seas Atlantic highly migratory species drift gillnet  II Highly migratory species On the High Seas ‐ waters outside of the EEZ.

 
Trap/ 
Pot 

Northeast/Mid‐Atlantic American lobster trap/pot  I American lobster Atlantic inshore & offshore waters

Atlantic mixed species trap/pot  II Any species‐ excluding American 
lobster, Southeast spiny lobster, 
blue crab, American eel, stone 
crab & golden crab 

U.S./Canada border south through the waters east of the fishery management demarcation line between the 
Atlantic Ocean & Gulf of Mexico.  Excludes other Category I, II, & III trap/pot fisheries already appearing on the List 
of Fisheries. 

Atlantic blue crab trap/pot  II Atlantic blue crab From south shore of Long Island, NY at 72° 30' W long. to Gulf of Mexico‐ includes estuarine, coastal, & offshore 
waters. 

Southeastern U.S. Atlantic, Gulf of Mexico stone crab trap/pot II Stone crab Includes all estuarine, coastal, & offshore waters in the Atlantic from NC through FL, & in the Gulf of Mexico from FL 
through TX. 

 

Longline  Atlantic Ocean, Caribbean, Gulf  of Mexico large pelagic & 
highly migratory species longline 

I Large pelagic species‐ including 
mahi mahi & wahoo 

Waters within Atlantic EEZ & on the High Seas (outside of the EEZ).

 
 
 
 

Trawl 

Northeast mid water trawl  (including pair trawl)  II Atlantic herring U.S./ Canada border through waters east of 70° W. long.  to the  intersection of the EEZ, primarily on the 
continental shelf &throughout the Gulf of Maine, Georges Bank, & Southern New England. 

Mid‐Atlantic mid‐water trawl  (including pair trawl & flynet) II Atlantic mackerel, chub mackerel, 
& other pelagic species 

Cape Cod, MA, to Cape Hatteras, NC, in waters west of 70° W. long.  to the intersection of the EEZ & north of a line 
extending due east from the NC/SC border. 

Northeast bottom trawl  II Groundfish species From the U.S/ Canada border through waters east of 70° W. long.
Mid‐Atlantic bottom trawl  II Illex and Loligo Squid, Atlantic 

mackerel, groundfish species 
Cape Cod, MA, to Cape Hatteras, NC, in waters west of 70° W. long. & north of a line extending due east from the 
NC/SC border. 

Southeastern U.S. Atlantic, Gulf of Mexico Shrimp Trawl  II Shrimp spp. Pelagic or bottom trawl fisheries in the Atlantic from NC through FL, & in the Gulf of Mexico from FL through TX.  
Includes all estuarine, coastal, & offshore waters. 

High Seas Atlantic highly migratory species trawl  II Highly migratory species On the High Seas ‐ waters outside of the EEZ.
 

Seines, 
Pound & 
Stop Net 

Mid‐Atlantic menhaden purse seine  II Menhaden & thread herring Mid‐Atlantic region. 
Gulf of Mexico menhaden purse seine  II Menhaden Gulf of Mexico. 
Mid‐Atlantic haul/beach seine  II Any species‐ includes striped bass 

(NC waters) 
Waters west of 72°30' W long. & north of a line extending due east from the NC/SC border. 

North Carolina long haul seine  II Any species NC state waters. 
Virginia pound net  II Any species VA state waters, including inside Chesapeake Bay.
North Carolina roe mullet stop net  II Mullet Off Bogue Banks, NC. 

 

Other 
High Seas 
Fisheries 

High Seas Atlantic highly migratory species troll  II Highly migratory species On the High Seas‐ waters outside of the EEZ.
High Seas Atlantic highly migratory species pole & line  II Highly migratory species On the High Seas‐ waters outside of the EEZ.
High Seas Atlantic highly migratory species multipurpose 
vessel not included elsewhere (NEI) 

II Highly migratory species On the High Seas‐ waters outside of the EEZ.

2013 Atlantic, Caribbean, Gulf of Mexico Category I & II Fishery Definition Reference

*Note the EEZ (Exclusive Economic Zone) in the U.S. typically extends 200 nautical miles from the coast.  
For more detailed descriptions of each fishery, please reference the 2012 List of Fisheries available online at http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/pr/interactions/lof/ 




