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STRIPED BASS (Morone saxatilis)  
COLOR: Olive-gray dorsal sur-
face. 7-8 dark horizontal stripes on 
lateral sides.  
 
FINS: Forked caudal fin.  
 
HEAD: Large mouth 
 
 
 
 
 

PHOTO CREDIT: NOAA / NMFS / NEFSC / Coop-
erative Research 

 

BASSES 
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OPAH (Lampris guttatus)  
COLOR: Blue dorsal surface. 
Pink ventral surface. Many small 
white spots. Fins, lips, and eyes 
bright red.  
 
HEAD: No teeth. 
 
 
 
 

PHOTO CREDIT: NOAA / NMFS / PIRO 

 

LATERALLY COMPRESSED 
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GRAY TRIGGERFISH (Balistes capriscus)  
COLOR: Olive-gray.   
 
FINS: Undulating dorsal and anal 
fins. 
 
HEAD: One or more large scales 
behind operculum. Small mouth.  
 
 
 
 

PHOTO CREDIT: NOAA / NMFS / SEFSC Pasca-
goula Laboratory; Collection of Brandi Noble 

 

LATERALLY COMPRESSED 
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BUTTERFISH (Peprilus triacanthus)  
COLOR: Gray dorsal surface. Sil-
ver lateral surface.  
 
BODY: Row of pores below ante-
rior base of dorsal fin.  
 
 
 
 

PHOTO CREDIT: NOAA / NMFS / NEFSC / Coop-
erative Research 

MAY BE CONFUSED WITH: Harvestfish (pg. 
106). 

LATERALLY COMPRESSED 
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HARVESTFISH (Peprilus paru)  
COLOR: Silver; iridescent.  
 
BODY: No pores below dorsal fin.  
 
FINS: Long dorsal and anal fin 
lobes.  
 
 

PHOTO CREDIT: NOAA / NMFS / NEFSC / ESB 

MAY BE CONFUSED WITH: Butterfish (pg. 
105). 

LATERALLY COMPRESSED 
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BUCKLER DORY (JOHN DORY) (Zenopsis conchifera)  
COLOR: 12-24 obscure dark spots 
on juveniles. Obscure, dark mid 
lateral blotch posterior to opercu-
lum.  
 
BODY: Deep body.  
 
HEAD: Large mouth. Lower jaw 
projects. 
 
 
 
 

PHOTO CREDIT: NOAA / NMFS / NEFSC / Coop-
erative Research, NOAA / NMFS / NEFSC / ESB  

 

LATERALLY COMPRESSED 
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DEEPBODY BOARFISH (Antigonia capros)  
COLOR: Pink-red. 
 
BODY: Body deeper than it is 
long.  
 
FINS: Dorsal and anal fins with 
long anterior spines.  
 
HEAD: Superior mouth.  
 
 
 
 

 

LATERALLY COMPRESSED 

PHOTO CREDIT: NOAA / NMFS / NEFSC / Coop-
erative Research 
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ATLANTIC CUTLASSFISH (Trichiurus lepturus)  
COLOR: Silver; iridescent.  
 
BODY: Body laterally com-
pressed; long. Tail tapers to a 
point.  
 
FINS: No pelvic fins. 
 
HEAD: Lower jaw longer than up-
per jaw. Large, fang-like teeth.  
 
 
 

PHOTO CREDIT: NOAA / NMFS / NEFSC / ESB 

 

EEL-LIKE FISH 


